
asking Other animals for Consent
By Emily Tronetti of Coexistence Education & Consulting

Pause every few seconds
to give the animal a choice

to continue interacting.
Does the animal ask for
more touch or play by
moving closer to you,
pawing you, placing

themselves under your
hand, etc.?

Do they stay close
to you without

signs of stress?

throughout the
interaction:

no

yes

yes

Did they
request

touch, play,
etc.?

Did the animal
approach you

(rather than you
approaching

them)?

start here:

Continue to engage with the
animal for a few seconds.

Then pause again and repeat
this process.

Give them space. Allow them
to approach & engage. Wait
for a clear request for touch,

etc. before proceeding.

yes

http://www.opensanctuary.org/
http://www.coexistence.consulting/

